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/ The Office of Naval Intelligence (DIO 1 ND #15-53) furnished the following 
Information to CIA for IAC dissemination in accordance with paragraph 3c of 
HSCI D#7*_7 

1. The ship left the US cn 25 Jun 53 bound for Thule , Greenland, where she was to 
open ship lanes through the ice info the port. She was to base on Thule 
throughout the summer , keeping the lanes open, helping shipping and operating 
in nearby Greenland waters. She returne j to the US on 2 Nov 53* 

2. On RO Jun 53, while northbound off the west coast of Greenland toward Thule, 
the ^ ship was in Davis Strait, xr. ths Great Helle flake Bonk area. At 1550 R 
(2050Z), and for just ever three hears thereafter , it Mas in contact with five 
small unidentified vessels. Two - possibly three - were sighted; all five were 
clearly noted on the ship’s radar, 

3* At about 1600R, a picture was made of one of these vessels by the ship’s 
photographer, from a height of hi fee " , cu ing a K -20 aerial camera with a 
filter. No telephoto lens was available. There had been intermittent fog, and 
conditions were somewhat hazy. According to the ship’s track, position at the 
*irae (67°N55°50 # W) was about 115 southward of Disko Island, and about 50 miles 
to the westward of Holstein® erg (see fl.O, 5247), in 57 fathoms of water. 

4. These small ships all seemed to be a tout the same si 2 .e. Those sighted were 
similar in tyne, about 140-150 feet long.. with high sloping bow, low freeboard, 
aliigh poopdeck, and two masts - one veil forward, at the after end of the 
forecastle dock, the other immediately forward of the after deckhouse. There 
was a radio antenna, but no indications of opening up were noted. A blow-up 

of the photograph seems to show in vague outline some kind of gear a li e 
forward of amidships, about the middle- rf the well-deck. This gear might have 
tc do with fi 3 hing, although not located in the position usual for gallows frames 
on most US trawlers. 

5 . The vessels sighted had the lock of trawlers, or possibly of small tankers. As 
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they made frequent changes of course and speed, they were assumed to be 
fishermen; there were whales present, so they might have been "whale catchers. 

6. At ldOOR the US vessel changed course to keep well clear of one these 
small vessels, and passed at a distance of about four miles. 


Available for inspection and selection in hraphics Register is (») an 6 x 10 
rint o r the photograph referred to in p*rs 3 nbovr, and (b) a x 3? blow-up 


(par 3 h ?bove ^ the sn-.*ll vessel sho wn in (?)♦ f Note; 3 M I has a copy 

o* f^int (a''. CIA accession numbers. 


NODEX 
- end - 



TIA L 

a’T/ 



Approved For Release 2003/10/01 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500330062-4 



Approved For Release 2003/10/01 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500330062-4 


GREENLAND SOUTHWEST SREENl.ANO DAVIS STRAIT 
64 OO N *>7 00 w UN 1 OT-NT I t II.D THAWLt-N - TYPt, 


VE9SCL . 
CONT I OK 



25X1 A 


I 


H 

M 


elease 2003/10/01 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500330062-4 



Approved For Release 2003/10/01 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500330062-4 


GRL INLAND OOUT: ivVLM ukLTM A‘ 

U f il (-)LT'J 7 | r I LI) T fx/i’AM. LK - i YLL Vf . 
I r il.AM), NO Mi ! f W [■'[>] '.if fiOL' 


:i) [JAVlO "j j 
* l i- . ufa; a 7 

•.TCI NSttORf, . 


I I 

_LL 


± I -SKf 


1 w 

LA , 
u ■’ i [ 


Aiiou ; 


I I 1 VM I ■ 
Com i i ■ t f j i i ai 


25X1 A 


25X1A 



Approved For Release 2003/10/01 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500330062-4 



I 


Approved For Release 2003/10/01 


CIA-RDP80-00809A000500330062-4 


N 0 
ur;: 


i DATE _ w'l" » _ J-X- 




1 



i 

•i 




! 


Approved For Release 2003/10/01 


CIA-RDP80-00809A000500330062-4 



